Ei INDEPENDENT PRESBY TERIANCHURCH

{_frriss enrprmersiome

T NN
""n &

"1m

—

| Mhag

Hll

ViEws FROM INDEPENDENT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH June 2010 Vol. 63, Issue 6

Many opportunities this summer for all ages to learn, grow, serve
Attend a Sunday School Class, Volunteer at the Farm, Join a Bible Study

Excitement Builds for BELL

We are putting together special programs in

(Bmldmg Educated Leaders for |_|fe) character development, Bible study, music, dance,

Summer Learning Program

ur new BELL summer learning program is
taking shape! From June 28 through July 30,

we will offer a five-day-per-week day camp
to our most recent STAIR graduates, all rising third
graders from the Gibson and Whatley Elementary
Schools.

Our days will start early, with bus pick up
beginning at 7:30 a.m. The children will be fed
breakfast immediately upon arriving at the Fresh Air
Farm.

Monday through Thursday, we will have reading,
writing, and math in the mornings, followed with
lunch, and then the afternoons will be spent in
enrichment activities. The McWane Center will
provide special science programs and a field trip, and
the Jones Valley Urban Farm will conduct the “Seed

To Plate” and “Seed To Parents” programs, with field

trips as well. Fridays are devoted to field trips and
other special programs.

It is our privilege to serve as the body
of Christ in the lives of these children,
and we are excited about providing a
dynamic and excellent experience to

the BELL scholars.  Gini williams,
Interim Director BELL Summer Learning Program

drama, and the visual arts, as well as a strong physical
education component, including swimming lessons
and other sports. Each day will end with chapel, and
then the children will ride the bus back home, arriving
at around 5:00. Itis our privilege to serve as the

body of Christ in the lives of these children, and we
are excited about providing a dynamic and excellent
experience to the BELL scholars.

TReading
Writing
Math
Enrichment Activities
Science Programs
Gardening/Growing Vegetables
Field Trips
Character Development
Bible Study
Music
Dance
Drama
Visual Arts
Spanish Lessons
Swimming Lessons
Sports
Chapel




Pulpit Notes. | earning—and Living—the Word ot God
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“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God.” (John 1:1)

many times. I’ve also listened to them in the car driving back and forth to various

locations. I’ve seen some well-produced videos of this gospel, and once | saw a
one-man dramatization of “The Gospel of John.” It was inspiring, not simply because of
the skills of an obviously gifted Christian actor, but because of the dynamic nature of the
Word of God.

These are, of course, the opening words of the gospel of John. | have read them

The Rev. Dr. Conrad Sharps

I’m not sure anyone has the ability to explain the power of the Spirit to move, to

"We have empower, to inspire people of faith. What | do know, however, is that by the power of the
Holy Spirit, the gospel proclaimed in faith becomes a living and dynamic witness in the
many world. The “Word of God” strengthens, comforts, corrects and leads the people of God.

Scripture helps us to know and reflect the holy and righteous light of Jesus Christ.

opportunities
. We can learn and express biblical knowledge and faith in many different ways.
thlS summer We can read it and write it (visual). We can hear it and speak it (audio). Or we can put our
to act out— hands upon it, pick it up, examine it, test it, act it out and practice it (kinesthetic).

and live-- Of course, all these forms of learning and expressing our faith are essential.

The question that haunts me, however, is “Has the gospel of Jesus Christ moved beyond
the WOI‘d Of rehearsal on the stage of my life into a performance that truly depicts and demonstrates
" God’s Word?

GOd- Living in the Word is evidenced by a natural spiritual progression. We devote
ourselves to prayer, to speaking with God and listening to God. We seek fellowship with
others in order to be nurtured, cared for and equipped for service. Together we wait for
and seek to prayerfully discern the Spirit’s leading, God’s will, God’s revelation, and
God’s desire for our lives of service. Only then can we perform, not simply as actors on a
stage but as servants girded with basin and towel.

LIVING IN SERVICE
TO OTHERS... Basin and towel. Read John’s gospel closely and you will discover that
SUGGESTED FOOD these are not just the props of a staged production, they are the symbols of disciplined
PANTRY ITEMS servanthood. If we are blessed to be called to pick them up, then let us do so with
humility and joy, for we are being summoned to the true stage of faith whereupon we act
June 6 out the Word of God. We have many opportunities this summer to act out—and live-- the
Dry or Canned Milk Word of God. Read this passage, seek spiritual insight for its true meaning in your life
June 13 and then perform it as only you can.
une

Pasta & Pasta Sauce “Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he

had come from God and was returning to God, so he got up from the meal, took off his
outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. After that, he poured water into a
basin and began to wash his disciples' feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped

June 20
Canned Fruit/Vegetables

June 27 around him... When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned
Soups & Soup Mixes to his place. ‘Do you understand what | have done for you?”” he asked them. “You called
me ‘Teacher” and ‘Lord,” and rightly so, for that is what | am. Now that I, your Lord and
First Light Women's Shelter Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. | have set you
Ttems for June an example that you should do as | have done for you. I tell you the truth, no servant is
Haitbrushes/Combs/ greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. Now that

Shampoo you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.””” (John 13:3-5, 12-17)



THANK YOU TEACHERS!

Children’s Ministries would like to thank our

Sunday School teachers who faithfully devoted
their Sunday mornings (or Wednesday nights!)
to the children of IPC each week this school
year. Our programs cannot exist without these
volunteers who share their gifts and talents with
our children. We appreciate your commitment
and thank you for your time you have given to

the church. WEDNESDAY
SUNDAY NIGHTS
MORNINGS Paige Albright

Beth & Scott Adams
Teri & Hanson Borders
Denise Brown

Locrane Coleman-Smith
Elizabeth & Merrill

Margaret Cross
Barbara Day
David Dickson
Susan Dulin
Langston Hereford

Compton Jerri Jordan
Kim Compton Chrystal Kracke
Sheri Cook Kay Roller
Jane & Lloyd Cooper Patti Smith
Lydia Cowart Carrie Walthall
Jennifer Dickson Kennon Walthall
Sarah Duggan Kate Waters
Betsy Faucette Genie Woodall
Delia Fischer
Catherine Gregory WORSHIP CARE
Kelly Higgins Denise Brown
Stacy Howell Burch & Jim Barger
Lynn Huddle Judy Chenoweth
Allison Ingram Hannah Beth & Bill Cobb
Tammy Johnson Margaret Cobbs
Sarah & David Anne Cowin
Kindsvater Barbara & Darien Day
Kim Kinsaul Rita Dixon
Chrystal Kracke Pam & Donald Evans
Charlotte Langley  Kelly Falls
Mary & Tommy Libby Ferguson
Luttrell Fran Fraser
Amy McCain Terry & Duncan
Libby McElroy Hamilton
Leigh Ann Moor Langston & Will
Kristen Murphree Hereford

Beth & John Norris
Melissa Robinett
Donna Savage

Cal Shaffer

Sharon Jones
Elizabeth Lewis
Faith McDonough
Laura Robertson

June 22 Lunch Bunch
Restaurant: 26 TWENTY-SIX
Everyone has been enjoying the

4th Quarter Lunch Bunch outings so
much this year that they will continue
on throughout the summer! The Lunch
Bunch group will travel to the restaurant
26 TWENTY-SIX, located in Five Points
South, for our June event. Join us at
12:00 Noon on June 22 for lunch at this
awesome restaurant. Call Jeannine Usher
(933-3694), and she’ll be happy to add
your name to the reservations list!

4th Quarter Bridge

4t Groups Growing
At atlIPC!
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IPC’s Bridge groups offer
players the opportunity to
spend time together playing a game they
truly enjoy. For 12 weeks this Spring,
they also had the chance to learn from two
great teachers! David Higgins taught the
Continuing Bridge class, and Alan Drennen
taught the “Tweeners” group. Both groups
averaged around 32 people each week.

A number of people also gathered on
Wednesdays at one o’clock to play.

Honey Jones works with IPC staffer
Cindy Shaw in organizing the Bridge
group activities. Honey commented, “We
appreciate these gentlemen giving their time
for our members and their friends to help us
all increase our skill level in Bridge. These
sessions were an outstanding success and
far exceeded our expectations!”

Alan Drennen will teach another
Tweeners session beginning September 20,
and, depending on the level of continued
interest, he may also come back again in
January to teach another one. If you’re just
getting started playing Bridge and want to
enhance your skills, contact Jeannine Usher
in Congregational Care (jusher@ipc-usa.org
or 933-3694) to let her know you’d like to

Dorothy & Jodie
Smith

Sumner Starling

Sara Summerford

Honey Taylor

Jenny Walker

Melanie Widman

Kay Roller

Kara & Marc Scholl

Lauren Sharps

Nancy Skinner

Sarah Warburton

Laura & James
Witcher

take a Beginners class.

All players are welcome this summer
and throughout the year to join any of IPC’s
Bridge groups. No reservations are needed.
Room 306 at 1:00 p.m. on Mondays and
Wednesdays....and no partners are needed!

DEPARTMENTS

Worship
The Rev Dr. Conrad Sharps, Pastor;
933-1830

Music & Fine Arts

Dir. Jeff R. McLelland,
Director; Music and Fine Arts
933-3701

Education
Paul Romyjue, Director;
Christian Edyeation
933-3732
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Childrens Ministries
933-3708

Congregational Care &
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The Rev. Ms. Lucy Turner,
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The Rev. Dr. Richard E. Pyburn
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Finance
James Wooten, Executive Director,
IPC Foundation & Director, Finance ,
933-3705
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The Rev. Ms. Bobbie Epting, Associate
FPastor; Director, Stewardship ¢
Develgpment -~ 933-3729

IPC Day School
Jason Turner, Director, Day School,
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Operations & Adprinistration
933-3704
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Rupert Bodden, Jr.  942-8676

Vice-President of the
Congregation
William W. Horton 419-5139
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SUMMER LEARNING

Children
Children’s Sunday School

Promotion Is June 6!
We are promoting IPC children to their
new class or grade this summer. Join us
Sunday June 6 in your new room!

IT'S LIGHTS. CAMERA, AND (=
ACTION FOR OUR CHILDREN [Yf~]
THIS SUMMER ON SUNDAYS!

Our preschool classes will learn Godly lessons on
friendship, being truthful, following rules, behavior and
prayer using the Hermie the Wormie video series.

Our preschool children will meet in the following rooms:
Two and three-year-olds will meet in room G05
and four- and five-year-olds will meet in room
G10.

Our elementary classes will view three movies with
different themes using scripture to explore these themes.
For our summer curriculum, our children will
meet first through third grade together in room
109 and fourth through sixth grade in room 107.
The movies we will watch are as follows:

SUMMER SESSIONS at
IPC SUNDAY SCHOOL

June Session:
June 6 — Because of Winn Dixie (10am-12noon)
(Clips and discussion — 6/13, 6/20, 6/27 from 10-11am)

July Session:
July 11 — Radio (10am-12 noon)
(Clips and discussion — 7/18, 7/25, 8/1 from 10-11am)

August Sessions:

Grades 1-3:

August 8 -- Charlotte’s Web (Grades 1-3 10am-12noon)
(Clips and discussion 8/15, 8/22, 8/29 from 10-11am)

Grades 4-6:

August 1 -- Remember the Titans (Grades 4-6 10:00 —
12:00)

Intensive discussion on life issues “tweens” face using

(o o),

the Live It curriculum Bullying and Gossiping. More
information to come!

(Clips and discussion 8/15, 8/22, & 8/29)

June 6, July 11, and August 8 our classes will meet from
10 a.m. to 12 noon so we can view the whole movie. If
your child will not be there on any or all of these Sundays,
do not worry, we will show clips from the movies as we
discuss them on the following Sundays.

Join us for a summer filled with fun learning
biblical lessons through the movies!

INADDITION...
Bibletimes Market Place: the "'Stories of Jesus"
June 21-25 8am - 2:30pm
at Children's Fresh Air Farm; Completed 1st - 5th grades
and
Vacation Bible School
""Baobab Blast God's Great Get-Together"

June 21-25 9am - 12noon at the church
Completed 3 yearto 5 k

IPC Youth to attenc
2010 Youth Conference
at Montreat this summer
Study...Worship...Recreation

June 6-12, eighteen of the IPC Youth will attend
the Montreat Youth Conference. David Seamon will
be returning from Seattle to be with the youth for the
conference along with former assistant youth director Aly
Bultts.

Their conference is entitled; **In These Waters.""

"Called from the chaos, we gather in this sacred space,
rooted in God's call and purpose. We seek to provide an



SUMMER LEARNING

authentic community of unconditional love where each

individual gives and receives support, trust, and acceptance

from others. We will encourage and empower youth to
encounter God in, through, and with each other to ask
questions, embrace challenges, and be commissioned to
apply their faith relevantly in the world. The Montreat
Youth Conferences are designed for high school
students, entering freshmen through graduated seniors. A
Youth Conference is a unique gathering of young people
from all over the country for a week of study, worship,
and recreation.

Activities include morning energizers, music
keynote, small group meetings where the conference
theme is explored, afternoon recreation activities and

Adults

Independent Presbyterian Church
Summer Term Adult Sunday Classes
June 6 - August 29, 2010

Classes begin at 10:00 a.m.
The Advanced and the Wonder Years classes join in

room 305-307 as they host the summer topic class

Inclusion and Exclusion in the Bible and Its
Interpretation with Samford University’s Dr. Joe
Scrivner. This course examines the continual tension
between inclusion and exclusion for God’s people, both
within the Bible itself and in how the Bible has been
interpreted, especially in the United States. The discussion
includes both Old and New Testament passages and how
these apply to daily life and in God’s plan for redemption.
Discoverers class meets in room 301 with class members
leading a study of The Present Word.
Faith Builders meets in 308 to continue its study of
Matthew with class members leading discussion.
Highlanders class for young singles and couples meets in
room 303.
The soon to be re-named “Parenting 101 meets in room
304.
The Way meets in room 309 to study The Parables with
class members leading this group.

Weekdays this summer at IPC:
Bible Study with Margaret Northen meets weekly (with
some exceptions) on Wednesdays 10:30-11:45 a.m. in
room 308 to study Corinthians.
Men’s Bible Study meets weekly on Fridays at 6:30 a.m.
for breakfast and at 7:00 for lessons in room 223. Class
members lead a study of The Revelation of John.

Dr. Joe Scrivner, Samford Professor,
Returns to IPC to teach this summer

summer to teach “Inclusion and

Exclusion in the Bible and Its
Interpretation” beginning June 6 and
concluding August 29. Dr. Scrivner,
a member of the faculty at Samford
University’s Department of Religion,
will lead this class in room 305-307
during the church school hour.

J oe Scrivner returns to IPC this

=
)

Dr. Joe Scrivner

Always a popular instructor, Dr. Scrivner’s other IPC
courses have included “Old Testament Wisdom Literature,”
“The Jesus of History and the Christ of Faith,”” and “How
to Read the Bible.”” He began his relationship with IPC
six years ago and has presented these and other class series
during the summer terms.

Samford publication Seasons magazine in its Fall 2009
issue quotes Dr. Scrivner as follows:

“The members (at IPC) are well educated and want to
know what’s out there. . .Though churches often use lay
members to teach Sunday school classes, sometimes the
classes want a scholar to come in to let them know what
the experts say. Sometimes, people are hungry and want to

dig deeper.”

Each year Dr. Scrivner meets with members of the
adult education subcommittee and Christian Education
Director Paul Romjue to come up with a wish list of topics
for the summer session. Dr. Scrivner, a pastor’s son and
a minister himself, brings together his background and
his position as a professor of religion in an opportunity to
explain the Bible in ways that listeners find plausible.

As noted in the Seasons magazine article, Dr. Scrivner
adds:

“Adults are in the class voluntarily, and they
consistently attend throughout the summer
months. When connecting with adults, it’s

about their faith, not just about this class or that
test. It makes me apply the stuff I’ve learned,
and it’s challenging and rewarding.”



Thanks so much|

June 6-12, 2010
Sunday, June 6—IPC Youth/Youth Subcommittee

Monday, June 7—IPC Choir

Tuesday, June 8—IPC New Members Group
Wednesday, June 9—IPC Session

Thursday, June 10— IPC Faith Builders Class

Extra opportunity to serve at First Light Shelter: 1pc just has received its assignment for
the second half of this year, and there are three nights in July available for volunteers to serve meals. If you and
your family or two or more couples would like to serve meals on these dates, please contact Betsy Middlebrooks at
933-3731 or at bmiddlebrooks@ipc-usa.org or Susan Clayton at 933-3709 or sclayton@ipc-usa.org by June 15.

The dates are: Sunday, July 11; Friday, July 16; and Saturday, July 17. Other groups scheduled for that week are:
Monday, July 12—Hunger Work Group; Tuesday, July 13—Topic Church School Class; Wednesday, July 14—IPC
Staff; Thursday, July 15—Community Ministries Committee. Thanks!

he Children’s and Youth choirs had a very good services, Epiphany Procession, Lenten Prayer Service,
I year with many fun activities. Our theme was Youth Sunday and their annual tour to various Retirement

Wii SING! -- emphasizing that not only facilities in
do we individually raise our voices in praise, but N Birmingham.
“Wii” all raise them together, as choirs, to lead the
congregation in worship.

The IPC Junior Choir met on Wednesday
nights before our R.0.C.K. program. Comprised
of children K-3rd grade, we sang exercises to
explore our voice, played Orff instruments that
helped fine tune our rhythmic skills, and rehearsed
seasonal songs for church services and fun! The
children sang for Choir Dedication Sunday, Noon We sang at
Nativity Service, and for Palm Sunday. Fun was Le Bonheur
had by all. We even found out that the “Fruit of the The IPC Westminster and Te Deum Choirs  Children’s

The Westminster
Choir and the

Te Deum Choir
participated in

a choir tour to
Memphis this
past January.

Spirit” is not a coconut! and chaperones in Memphis Hosp!tal and fo_r

In Te Deum Choir, this year, we had some very _ _ morning WOYShIP at
dedicated 3rd-6th graders. We met each week before |delwild Presbyterian Church. We ate great Memphis
dinner and learned anthems and service music for our BBQ, visited t_he Gibson _Gur_[ar Eactory and, of course,
rather busy singing schedule. Along with Sunday G_raceland, which was a big hit with parents and children
services, they participated in special song services and alike!
a choir tour. Some of the special singing events this Thanks to all of the parents and grandparents that
year were: Holiday Houses, Noon Nativity Service, suppor_ted the youth and children’s choirs this year. We so
Epiphany Procession and a Lenten Prayer Service. A appreciate you and your efforts to get them to rehearsal,
special thanks to Gail Pless, our choir mom, for her early Sunda;_/ services a_nd gpec_lal activities.
help on Wednesdays. If you have interest in singing in any of the youth

The Westminster Choir met Wednesdays before choirs next fall, visit the Music and Fine Arts section
youth group. Along with singing for many Sunday of the website for more information, or call the music

Services, they, too, participated in the Christmas Eve 6 department. We would love to have you join us!



STAIR of IPC
has successfully
completed
another
wonderful

school year.
STAIR: Start
the Adventure In

Reading

ur last regular day of STAIR was celebrated with
O a pizza party with time for play in Rushton Park.

The next week we held graduation ceremonies
in the Chapel honoring our students in front of their
parents, tutors, church staff and other volunteers. The
children were presented a dictionary to commemorate
the occasion.

It is hard to say goodbye to the STAIR students
after spending seven months together. They are
precious children of God, and close bonds are truly
formed. However, the goal is to work intensely with
them in second grade which is such a crucial time for
the development of reading skills. Hopefully we have
planted seeds in these students which they can draw on
for the rest of their lives.

There are so many who help to make the work of
STAIR possible. Site Director, Evelyn Puckett, as well
as Student Coordinator, Lewanna Robinson, keep things
running smoothly on a daily basis. The program could
not exist without the many tutors and volunteers who
give their time in so many ways. The IPC church staff
is truly supportive of this program and helps make our
many activities possible.

Of course, we would like to acknowledge all those
who make financial contributions to STAIR. We believe
you are investing in a program that will help improve
young lives and hopefully have an impact on our entire
community.

Valerie Watson, STAIR Board of Directors

and Tutor

IPC Foundation Fund

Honors and Educates

her husbhand, Lee, daughter, Elizabeth Tubbs,

and son, Kennon, decided that to remember her
most appropriately they would start a fund of the IPC
Foundation. Named the Barbara Noojin Walthall Bible
Study Series, it would fund in perpetuity lectures given
at IPC by well known Bible scholars.

Bible study had been so important to Barbara. She
had participated in and taught adult classes at church, and
with a few friends participated in a weekly Bible study
for over 30 years. So her family sought to inspire others
to love Bible study as Barbara had. They wanted to offer
the IPC congregation and the broader community an
opportunity for serious Bible study on an annual basis.

The scholars chosen over the years have come from
prestigious divinity schools throughout the southeast
and midwest. These nationally known speakers include
Dr. Carol Newsome (The Bible and the Care of the
Earth), Dr. Barbara Rossing (The Message of Hope in
the Book of Revelation), Dr. Cindy Rigsby (Beyond Fire
Insurance: Salvation in the Big Picture), Dr. Cathleen
O’Connor (Facing Loss and Finding Hope in the Book
of Jeremiah), Dr. Christine Yoder (Forming Fearers of
the LORD: A Study of Proverbs) and Dr. Amy Jill Levine
(Jesus in his Jewish Context). The lecture series is now
well known among Bible scholars so that when someone
is invited to speak, she knows the context. An added
advantage for our members is that prior to the scholar’s
visit, a Sunday School Topics class will focus on the
lecturer’s theme or publications.

Through this important legacy in the IPC
Foundation, the Walthall family has provided for
stimulating Bible study and has lovingly remembered
Barbara Noojin Walthall and honored her faithfulness.

For additional information about how you, too, can
establish a lasting tribute through the IPC Foundation,
contact Executive Director, Jim Wooten or Associate
Pastor, Bobbie Epting at the church at 933.1830.

Susan Haskell, IPCF Development Committee

S hortly after Barbara Noojin Walthall died in 2002,

Ways to Give

Jimmy and Frances Shepherd have created a charitable remainder unitrust which
includes provision for “giving to the church” as well as giving to other designated beneficiaries |
after their lifetimes. Jimmy goes on to say that this has been a good way for them to give to the
church because their trust continues to financially benefit them personally on an annual basis.

If you, too, would like to make provisions to include IPC in your estate plans, the IPC Foundation staff
would love to help you accomplish your goals by working with you and your financial advisors.

Please contact Executive Director, Jim Wooten or Associate Pastor Bobbie Epting at the church at 933.1830.




WINDOW (USPS255-220)
Published Monthly
Office of Publication
Independent Presbyterian Church
3100 Highland Avenue South

Birmingham, Al 35205-1408

l‘be I [ ; IND O I E; Periodical Postage Paid at

Birmingham, Alabama
K POSTMASTER: Send address

Independent Presbyterian Church change o the WINDOW,

. 3100 Highland Avenue
3100 Highland Avenue Birmingham, AL 35205-1408

Birmingham, AL 35205
I I ’ ( : www.ipc-usa.org

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Mark Your Calendars — Sunday, June 27, 2010
2pm - 7pm for a great family day at

Living River: A Retreat on the Cahaba

Join us to celebrate an exciting milestone
in the development of this special place!

~AITH FLOWS FESTIVAL: The Living River Board of Directors and Church Partnership
Teams from across the presbytery invite you to join them in the dedication and opening of
_iving River's new canoe launch and take-out facilities. Fun & educational activities for people

f all ages: Canoeing, facepainting, birding, music, fishing, nature sessions,

niking, geocache, and vespers led by members of IPC

Trust Flows

"There is a long term value in Living River. It
represents an opportunity to fulfill, by our actions and
not just words, the trust God has placed in our hands to
be stewards of this earth and to share this message now
and for generations to come.” Lee Walthall




